
Connect to the Audio

1) Your audio box may look 
like this when you enter the 

WebEx session.

2) Click the arrow to expand 
the section you need
(phone or computer). 4) Test your computer audio and 

then click Call Using Computer. 

3) If you want the system 
to call your phone, enter 

your phone number.



Health Programming for Summer 
Reading (and Virtual Engagement!)

Michael Balkenhol, MLIS
Health Programming Coordinator

National Network of Libraries of Medicine 
Middle Atlantic Region (NNLM MAR)

mab602@pitt.edu

Course Page and Resource List
(nnlm.gov/classes/program)

Chat: Where are you located? What kind of library?

mailto:mab602@pitt.edu
nnlm.gov/classes/program


COVID-19

•COVID-19 is an emerging, rapidly 
evolving situation.

•Get the latest public health 
information from CDC: 
coronavirus.gov

•Get the latest research information 
from NIH: nih.gov/coronavirus



NNL..huh?
NIH

NLM

NNLM

MAR

National Institutes of Health
Nation’s research agency
27 institutes and offices 

National Library of Medicine
World’s largest biomedical library

National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine

Program of the NLM comprised 
of 8 Regional Libraries (RMLs) and 

5 offices 
Middle Atlantic Region 

(NNLM MAR)
Serves Pennsylvania, New York, 

New Jersey, and Delaware



National Network of Libraries of 
Medicine (NNLM)

The mission of NNLM is to 
advance the progress of medicine 
and improve the public health by:

 Providing all U.S. health 
professionals with equal 
access to biomedical 
information

 Improving the public's access 
to information to enable them 
to make informed decisions 
about their health



Agenda

Health Programming for 
Summer Reading

Health Information and 
Programming Resources

Virtual Engagement

Citizen Science

Upcoming Related 
Webinars

Course Page and Resource Guide 

(nnlm.gov/classes/program)

nnlm.gov/classes/program


Health Programming for 
Summer Reading
What comes to mind when you think of health programming 
in libraries?



Health Programming for 
Summer Reading



Dental Health: A Visit from the Tooth Fairy

 Throw Your Tooth on 
the Roof: Tooth 
Traditions from Around 
the World

 Brush Your Teeth by 
Raffi

 Activities suggestions



Environmental Engagement: 
Into the Woods

 Citizen Science Story 
Walk

 Hiking Safety: Do Not 
Eat That!

 Into the Woods: Forest 
Bathing



Fairytale Nutrition

 Fairytale Nutrition 
Storytime 

 Fairytale Garden 

 Healthy Eating 
Cookbook Club 

 Resources: Gardening 
Safety & Food Allergies



Graphic Medicine Book Club: 
Veterans' Stories

 Book Clubs?

 Explore Veterans’ 
Health with At War 
with Yourself (2016) 
and When I Returned
(2016).

 Graphic Medicine

 Explore other 
titles/topics for your 
community



Harry Potter's World &
Herbology in Harry Potter: Ginger, 

Peppermint, and Valerian

 NLM Exhibitions

 Therapy Dogs? 
“Expecto PAWtronum!”

 What did Hedwig eat? 
Owl pellet dissection!

 Herbology Soap 
Making



Microbes Storytime: The Spread of Germs

 Books: Sick Simon and 
Tiny Creatures: The 
World of Microbes

 The Turmeric Hand 
Wash Challenge

 The Blue Chalk Ball 
Challenge



Evaluation

These health programs were developed in 
partnership with the Collaborative Summer Library 
Program. Your feedback is encouraged. 

nnlm.gov/Zkj

https://nnlm.gov/Zkj


How to find SR page



Health Information and 
Programming Resources
Taking a look beyond Summer Reading.



MedlinePlus

Links to reliable, 
authoritative

health websites

Health Topics on 
children/teens

Easy-to-read 
articles

Lab test 
information

Medical 
encyclopedia 

Links to local 
services

Information in > 
45 languages

No 
advertisements 

or endorsements



MedlinePlus Recipes



Libraries Transform



MAR Resources



What is ‘Engage for Health’?

Community Education Program

• Patient Advocacy Program

• Improve Doctor-Patient 
Communication

• Encourage partnerships (hospitals, 
libraries and community-faith based 
organizations

‘Engage for Health’ Resource Guide

(nnlm.gov/mar/guides/engageforhealth)

nnlm.gov/mar/guides/engageforhealth


NNLM Reading Club Book Kits

nnlm.gov/all-of-us/nnlm-reading-club

https://nnlm.gov/all-of-us/nnlm-reading-club


NNLM Reading Club



RX 
discussion



What is Graphic Medicine?

“Graphic Medicine is 
the intersection of the 
medium of comics and 

the discourse of 
healthcare.”

Ian Williams, MD and 
cartoonist



NLM Exhibition Program



NLM Graphic Medicine



GR



panel
s



Activity Station: Student Submission



NIH Go for Life



NIH Go for Life oRDER



Let’s Move In Libraries



Let’s Move In Libraries Liability



Programming Librarian



JBrary



Health & Digital Literacy



Virtual Engagement
Public Libraries respond to closure with increased online 
activity. Examples. Accessibility. More Learning.



Streaming Storytime



Brooklyn Public Library



Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh



Digital Escape Rooms



A look inside the Library!



Features from Let’s Move in Libraries



Nature Cams



Design and Accessibility

• Screenreaders and other text-to-voice tools

• Closed captioning for video, television or other 
digital media

• Use color effectively and correctly

• Good contrast is essential for readability

• Recorded Webinar: Digital Accessibility: Techniques 
for Creating User-friendly Presentations, 
Documents, and other Content



Citizen Science
Getting Started. Remote opportunities for Citizen Science 
Month. Webinars and Resources.



Citizen science is at the intersection of: 

Public 

participation

Existing 

research 

projects

Technology



Audubon Bird Guide 
App



April is Citizen Science 
Month



Citizen Science NNLM page



NLM Sponsored 
Events



Upcoming Webinars
Related upcoming webinars about libraries and the response 
to COVID-19.



Upcoming webinar



OCLC Webinar



Questions and Thank You!

Michael Balkenhol, MLIS
Health Programming Coordinator
National Network of Libraries of Medicine 
Middle Atlantic Region (NNLM MAR)
mab602@pitt.edu

Please complete the short evaluation upon exit!

Developed by NNLM staff. This project has been funded in whole or in part by 
the National Library of Medicine (NLM), National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
under cooperative agreement number UG4LM012342 with the University of 
Pittsburgh, Health Sciences Library System.


